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President’s Message 

Fellow ISPE Great Lakes Chapter Members, 

Can you believe summer is almost over and school has started?!!!! 

I would like to thank you for your continued support of our Great Lakes Chapter through your mem-

bership and interest in our many activities.  As you may already know, you Chapter held a facilities 

education and networking event in Cincinnati in June.  You can read more about this successful 

event in this newsletter.  Your Chapter has also produced a Dust Hazard Analysis webinar and has 

two more in the works for 2018 with special Subject Matter Experts speaking on topics that are of 

interest to you and your everyday working lives.  Read on in this newsletter for announcements for 

both webinars and a technical article teaser! 

We also have another education and networking event planned for September 24 in Indianapolis at 

Centerpoint Brewing Company -  you can find the announcement in this newsletter.  We are really 

looking forward to this event and hope to see you there! 

We count on your continued support of the Great Lakes Chapter and are always interested in hear-

ing from you on ideas to make the Chapter better.  Please contact me or any of the other Board 

Members for any suggestions or questions about our Chapter activities. 

We are also looking for committee members for various committees to launch more events like the 

successful event in Cincinnati.  So make it your resolution to get involved and experience firsthand 

the wonderful experience in being involved with the Great Lakes Chapter! 

   

Contact me at Deborah.geyman@zimmer.biomet.com 



Join Us!  Indianapolis Education and Networking Event  

Speaker Bio: 

Paul Lopolito Manager, Sr. Technical Services STERIS, Paul Lopolito is a senior technical services manager for the 

Life Sciences Division of STERIS Corporation (Mentor, Ohio). He currently manages the Process and Cleaner Evalua-

tion (PACE® Evaluation) program and provides global technical support related to process cleaning and contamina-

tion control, which includes field support, site audits, training presentations and educational seminars. Paul has specif-

ic expertise in managing cross-functional projects with over 20 years of experience. Paul has held positions as a tech-

nical services manager, manufacturing manager and laboratory manager. Paul is a frequent speaker at industry 

events and has published numerous articles and book-chapters related to cleaning, cleaning validation and contami-

nation control. He earned a B.A. in Biological Sciences from Goucher College in Towson, MD. 

 



Join Us!  Great Lakes Chapter Presents Two Webinars 

September 20, 2018  (12:00 EDT) — Cleaning, Disinfection, and Environmen-

tal Monitoring after Shutdown of a Controlled Environment presented by 

Steris Corporation. 

Steris representatives will expand upon the technical article presented in this news-

letter.  Bring questions to be addressed by industry ex-

perts. 

Additional details coming soon. 

October 24, 2018 (12:00 EST) —Continuous Manufacturing  presented by 

Glatt  

Continuous Manufacturing has moved from a "trend" to reality. As a new form of pro-

cessing for many in pharmaceuticals it requires new skill sets to overcome its unique 

challenges compared to traditional batch processes. This session pulls together infor-

mation from Glatt’s process experts with direct experience in this area to share their les-

sons learned designing and implementing such systems and then, most importantly, op-

erating actual processes on their installed systems. The format will be a design overview 

followed with some actual operations experience so attendees will leave with a deeper 

understanding of what to expect and how to prepare for actually engineering continuous 

processes. It will become clear which design aspects drive value for the end user and 

which features are critical success factors. Attendees are expected to come with a basic 

knowledge of continuous processing, related unit operations and integration require-

ments. 

Additional details coming soon. 



Great Lakes Chapter welcomes new members! 

The Great Lakes Chapter consists of members in the states of Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and 

Kentucky.   The Great Lakes Chapter of ISPE welcomes 11 new members in July 2018.  Please welcome them to 

the organization and the pharmaceutical industry.   

Benjamin Patrick Balster, Cincinnati,  OH  

Tyler R. Friedl, Senior Project Engineer, Project Farma - CHICAGO, IL 

Jordan Houston, Technical Development Engineer, Akorn Pharmaceuticals 

Ms. Tamara D. Jordan, Principal, Compliance Consulting Partners, Inc. 

Amy Kamai, Director, IT Compliance & Risk Management, AbbVie 

Gage Kramer, Cincinnati,  OH  

Miss Cassie Packis, Student, University of Cincinnati 

Mr. SCOTT PATTERSON, VP Commercial Sales, ILC Dover 

Beau Pieper, Tech Development Engineer, Akorn Pharmaceuticals 

Lukas Renker, Akorn Pharmaceuticals 

Mr. Aaron Secrist, Vice President of QA, NOW FOODS 

 





 



Cincinnati ISPE Education & Networking Event 

On June 27, Plus Group hosted an ISPE Great Lakes Chapter educational and networking event at the Great Wolf Lodge 

Conference Center in Mason, Ohio (a suburb north of Cincinnati).  The objective of this event was to repeat and expand 

on the successful networking event held last year in downtown Cincinnati by adding an educational component.  A sur-

vey of the members in Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky was sent out prior to the event to solicit feedback on the topics as 

well as the location and logistics of the event.  Based on the survey, the event featured two facilities topics: “Facility of 

the Future: Trends in Drug Substance Facility Design”, presented by Jim Savage of Jacobs Engineering; and “Facility 

Master Planning”, presented by Ken Popham of Process Plus, a Plus Group Company.   

The event was attended by 71 participants (members and non-members) and raised a total of $1000 for the chapter.  It 

was sponsored by several companies including event host, Plus Group; GE Booth, Jacobs Engineering, and Performance 

Validation at the Platinum Level; and Ketchum & Walton, Maetrics, and Wilhelm Construction at the Gold Level.  There 

was a 30 minute discussion session after the presentations where several participants asked questions, showing a high 

level of interest in the content presented.  The feedback survey after the event showed an overall positive response 

and included some suggestions for events in the future.   Suggestions included adding more in-depth presentation con-

tent and concurrent tracks to address different attendees’ interest areas.  This is understandable as the Great Lakes 

region does not have national training offered within the region, therefore chapter events provide members with an 

economical solution to receive education.  The Cincinnati regional events team is excited to continue this annual event!  



Member Spotlight :  Jordan Rhoades 

Jordan’s desire to work in the Pharmaceutical Industry 

stemmed from his first co-op experience during school.  As a 

freshman at Purdue University, he joined the Cooperative Ed-

ucation Program and was fortunate to receive a position in 

validation at Cook Pharmica.  Once he began working, he 

quickly realized the profound impact that working in the in-

dustry had on patients’ lives.   

In addition to working at Cook Pharmica, Jordan spent a sum-

mer interning with Process Plus, an engineering firm in Cincin-

nati.  He then graduated from Purdue University in May of 

2018 with his B.S. in Chemical Engineering, and now works as 

a Process Engineer for Jacobs at their Cincinnati office.   

Jordan joined ISPE a year ago as a student in order to learn more about the industry and to grow his professional net-

work.  He enjoys reading the Pharmaceutical Engineering Magazine and takes advantage of the resources available 

through ISPE.  Attending networking events has been very beneficial to him and created relationships that have led him 

to where he is today. 

Jordan has recently taken on the role of Young Professional Liaison for the Great Lakes Regional Chapter of ISPE.  In this 

position, he hopes to create a stronger relationship between the chapter and young professionals as well as student 

chapters.  In order to enhance these relationships, he wants to ensure younger members feel comfortable and wel-

comed at networking events, increase awareness about events, and help student chapters find facility tours and set up 

industry speakers at their meetings on campus.  Jordan would love to hear from anyone with ideas, recommendations, 

or questions!  Please reach out to him via email (jordan.rhoades@jacobs.com ). 

Jordan grew up around Indianapolis and enjoys not being too far from his family now that he has moved to Cincinnati.  

He likes to spend weekends with friends and family at the lake, and loves playing basketball, golf, and tennis.  He is 

huge sports fan and enjoys cheering for the Indiana Pacers and Indianapolis Colts, and is a die-hard Purdue fan.  He also 

loves watching the TV shows NCIS and Suits, as well as reading books, especially ones written by Dan Brown. 



Membership/ Become a member and grow with us!   
Discover the advantages of an ISPE Membership for every stage of your career. Whether you 
are new to the pharmaceutical industry or a seasoned professional, ISPE is your Society of 
Choice  

Networking Opportunities 

Whether networking at face-to-face events or collaborating online, the value of ISPE is in the links forged 
between industry professionals with common work challenges, connecting professionals and companies 
to practical guidance and dialogue between industry and global regulators. 
 
Membership Directory:  Connect with 18,000+ other Members from nearly 90 countries around the world with 
the Membership Directory. 

 
CoP Online Discussion Forums:  Ask questions, find solutions to common problems and share your industry 
knowledge and expertise with colleagues from around the world.  
 
Affiliates and Chapters:  Attend events, collaborate and share best practices in your local geographic region and 
language.  
 
Networking Events:  Interact with fellow industry colleagues at a wide variety of face-to-face networking events at 
global ISPE conferences and the ISPE Annual Meeting. 

Technical Resources 

Guidance Documents, industry-leading publications, and on-demand training courses and webinars pro-
vide practical information and solutions to real-world problems. 
 
Guidance Documents:  Get special savings as an ISPE Member on industry Guides that provide the collec-
tive knowledge of leading thinkers on manufacturing best practices, regulatory compliance and international trends 
and best practices.  
 
Pharmaceutical Engineering Magazine:  Your complimentary subscription to Pharmaceutical Engineering maga-
zine gives you access to valuable information on the latest scientific and technical developments, regulatory initia-
tives and innovative solutions to real-life problems and challenges.  
 
Review and Comment on Regulatory Guidance:  Pharmaceutical professionals at all stages of their careers turn 
to ISPE for the latest regulatory information. Help shape your industry by providing input into ISPE’s official indus-
try response to draft guidance from regulatory agencies around the world.  

Professional Development 

Industry-leading education and training, global volunteer opportunities and industry-focused career solu-
tions allow ISPE Members to grow their professional knowledge and skills. 
 
Education and Training:  Save on a variety of education and training programs, including ISPE global con-
ferences, onsite training delivered at your company, online webinars and courses, and professional development 
and networking events conducted through your local Affiliate or Chapter. 
 
Volunteer Opportunities:  Volunteer with ISPE to gain professional experience and recognition in the industry. 
ISPE Volunteers experience the personal benefits of volunteering while having the opportunity to make a differ-
ence and influence the industry we serve. Learn more 
 
Career Solutions:  Get noticed by the right people in our industry. Post your resume or job opportunity today to be 
seen by employers and job seekers specializing in the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries.  

https://www.ispe.org/conferences
https://www.ispe.org/conferences
https://www.ispe.org/training/onsite
https://www.ispe.org/training/online-learning
https://www.ispe.org/affiliates-chapters
https://www.ispe.org/membership/volunteer
https://www.ispe.org/membership/volunteer


Our Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISPE Great Lakes Chapter Committees—Get involved with the Great Lakes Chapter 

Membership Committee:  This committee is responsible to reach out to potential new members and re-
newal of members to maintain and increase Chapter membership. - Mike Carey; mcarey@gerflorusa.com 

Marketing and Communication Committee: This committee shall be responsible for communication to 
the Chapter membership and to ISPE International on all Chapter activities.  

 Sara Brothers; sara.brothers@crbusa.com 

Cleveland/Kalamazoo Committee:  This committee plans the Cleveland and Kalamazoo area chapter 
events.   

Deborah Geyman; deborah.geyman@zimmerbiomet.com 

Cincinnati Committee:  This committee plans the Cincinnati area chapter events.  

Larry Wessel; lwessel@processplus.com 

Indianapolis Committee:  This committee plans the Indianapolis area chapter events.  

Brian Grimes; brian.grimes@jacobs.com 

 

Committee involvement is a great way to become more involved with our local chapter and the interna-
tional organization. Serving on a committee facilitates an expansion of your local network and members 
involved in committees will be considered for open Board of Director positions .   

Contact Deborah Geyman or a Board member if you would like to be on a committee. 

 

Officers: 

President: Deborah Geyman, Zimmer Biomet 

Vice President: Aaron Mertens, Steris Corporation 

Treasurer: Tim Fry, The JDI Group, Inc 

Secretary: Andrea Frazer, Process Plus 

Board Members: 

David McAlonan , ABBVIE 

Larry Wessel, Process Plus 

Allen Koester, PCI Skanska 

Mike Carey, Gerflor, USA 

Sara Brothers, CRB 

Bob Lennon, Dakswan Automation, Inc 

John Noble, Jacobs 

Brian Grimes, Jacobs 



Upcoming ISPE Conferences 

 

2018 ISPE Annual Meeting & Expo 

04 - 07 November 2018 
Philadelphia, PA USA  

2018 ISPE Biopharmaceutical Manufactur-
ing Conference 

10 - 12 December 2018 
Huntington Beach, CA USA  

2019 ISPE Aseptic Conference 

18 - 19 March 2019 
Rockville, MD USA  

For additional articles or what our Great Lakes Chapter can do for you, please contact 

any of the Board of Directors or your Chapter President, Deborah Geyman at: 

Deborah.Geyman@zimmerbiomet.com 


